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® Method of dry-forming sheet products containing super-absorbent polymers mixed with ceilulosic 
fibres, and absorbent products thus obtained. 



@ Method of dry-forming sheet products compris- absorbent polymer disposed thereon, 
ing super-absorbent polymer mixed with cellulose 
ftbres, comprising the steps of : (a) fomning a sus- 
pension, in an air stream, of an intimate mixture of 
cellulose fibres and super-absorbent polymer; (b) 
feeding said suspension to a single or multiple head 
for dry-forming sheets of paper; (c) laying-down said 
intimate mixture of cellulose fibres and super-absor- 
^bent polymer onto a moving web for dry-fomning 
sheets of paper; (d) binding together the thus laid- 
^down layer of fibres and polymer by means of a 
resin dispersion, of the type which is used for the 
dry-formation of paper sheets, and calendering it so 
ll^as to dry-form a sheet constituted by a mixture of 
super-absoriDent polymer and cellulose fibres. The 
product thus obtained shows characteristics of ab- 
^sorbency, resistance and distributing of the ab- 
(3LSorbed liquids, which are decidedly better than those 
UJ'of the known composite sheets, such as those com- 
prising one or more supporting layers of tissue pa- 
per and/or dry-formed paper having a layer of super- 
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Method of dry-forming sheet products containing super'absorbent poiymers mixed with cellulose 

fibres, and absorbent products thus obtained 



This iaventiort relates to the dry-forming of 
sheet products containing super-absorbent poly- 
mers. 

it is known how to form sheets of cellulose 
fibres by means of a method of dry-forming 
wherein the cellulose fibres suspended in an air 
stream are laid down onto one face of a moving 
permeable forming surface or web. with the aid of 
a suitable vacuum created on the opposite face of 
said surface, whereafter the fibrous ribbon-like lay- 
er thus obtained is bonded permanently to obtain a 
so-called.- "dry-formed" sheet of paper, first by 
means of a calendering and embossing step and 
then by spraying a suitable aqueous dispersion of 
resin onto, said fibrous layer. 

It is also known how to produce composite 
sheets comprising a sheet of dry-formed paper or 
tissue paper on which there is disposed a layer, 
nearly always in the form of a granular pwder, of a 
so-called, "super-absorbent polymer", thus forming 
a composite sheet wherein the dry-formed paper 
sheet serves as a support for the super-absorbent 
polymer, for manufacturing absorbent products, 
such as sanitary pads or the like. Quite often, the 
layer of super-absorbent polymer of these compos- 
ite sheets is further covered by a second layer of 
either tissue paper or dry-formed paper in order to 
avoid a -direct contact of the super-absorbent poly- 
mer with the skin of a user. 

These known manufacturing methods of com- 
posite sheets comprising one or more supporting 
and/or covering layers of either dry-formed paper 
or tissue paper and a layer of super-absorbent 
polymer are expensive, in that they require various 
processing steps; they are difficult to be carried out 
due to the difficulty fon fixing the layer of super- 
absorbent polymer, which is in the form of granular 
powder, permanently to the layer, or layers, of 
either dry-formed paper or tissue paper, whereby 
the - products tend to exfoliate easily; and, more- 
over, they do not permit a full exploitation of the 
absorbency of the super-absorbent polymer, due to 
the tendency of the super-absorbent polymer to 
cover itself with a colloidal film limiting or hindering 
the penetration of the water In the innermost por- 
tions of the polymer. 

By the term "super-absorbent polymers" we 
mean polymers with a base of high-molecular- 
weight polyelectrolytes, for example, polyacrylates 
or "graft" polymers with a base of starch and 
polyacrylate. Typical of such polymers which are 
commercially available in the powdered or granular 
form are those being marked under the name 
WATERLOCK (R) by Grain Processing, 



AQUAKEEP (R) by Norsolor. AQUASTORE (R) by 
Cyanamid, and SANWET (R) by San. Typical of 
such polymers which are commercially available in 
form of fibrils or of extra-short fibres, are those 

5 produced by DOW or by STEEN containing 
polyethylenes and polypropylenes grafted with 
polyacrylates. The above mentioned super-absor- 
bent polymers have very high water absorbencies, 
of the order of 500 to 1,000 parts of water (by 

10 weight) per 1 part of polymer, and high absor- 
bencies of saline solutions (Naci 1 %), of the order 
of 20 to 100 parts (by weight) of solution per 1 part 
of polymer. 

The present invention, therefore, relates to a 

75 method of dry-forming sheets of cellulose fibres 
containing a super-absorbent polymer, which over- 
comes the disadvantages of the known methods. 

A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a new dry-formed product having a base of 

20 cellulose fibres and super-absorbent polymers, ob- 
tained by the method set forth above. 

According to the present invention, we have 
found out that a sheet product having very high 
absorbency may be obtained by: (a) forming a 

25 suspension, in an air stream, of an intimate mixture 
of cellulose fibres and super-absorbent polymer; 
(b) feeding said suspension to a head for dry- 
forming sheets of paper; (c) laying-down said in- 
timate mixture of cellulose fibres and super-absor- 

30 bent polymer onto a web for dry-forming sheets of 
paper; (d) binding together the thus laid-down layer 
of fibres and polymer by calendering and emboss- 
ing it and successively by means of a resin disper- 
sion of the type which is used for the dry-formation 

35 of paper sheets. 

The product which is obtained by the method 
set forth above has characteristics of absorbency, 
resistance and distribution of the absorbed liquids, 
which are better then those of the known compos- 

40 ite sheets, and this is due also to the fact that - 
since the particles of superabsorbent polymer are 
distributed uniformly in the supporting body of cel- 
lulose fibres - said cellulose fibres exert such a 
spreading and distributing action of the water on all 

45 the particles of polymer, that cannot be obtained 
by the known products, which are constituted by a 
layer of polymer and one or more layers of sup- 
porting material. 

Due to the fact that the particles of polymer are 

50 distributed uniformly in the body of cellulose fibres, 
the need is obviated to provide covering sheets to 
prevent- the polymer from contacting the user's 
skin. 
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Moreover, we have found out that -in order to 
bind the layers of cellulose fibres and superabsor- 
bent polymer which have been obtained by means 
of the method described above, the usual aqueous 
dispersions of resins may be used, for example, 5- 
20% aqueous dispersions of ethylene vinyl acetate 
(EVA) with thermo-reticulant, such as used in the 
dry-forming of paper, without any perceptible swell- 
ing of the super-absorbent polymer in the final 
product thus obtained. 

By using as super-absorbent poiymenr compo- 
nent polymers in the form of fibres instead of 
granules, we have, found that a still better binding 
of the layer fomned by celluiosic fibres and poly- 
meric fibres may be obtained, with improved re- 
sults in the final product obtained. 

According to a still further embodiment of the 
invention, by using a dry-forming plant provided 
with two or more series-disposed deposition heads, 
it is possible to obtain a composite product fomied 
by a very thin layer of celiufosic fibres, on which a 
layer of the mixture of celluiosic fibres and super- 
absorbent polymer is deposited. 

In the manufacturing of the absorbent sheets 
according to the invention, the mixture of super- 
absorbent polymer and cellulose fibres which is fed 
to the dry-forming plant is in a weight percentage 
ranging from 5 parts of super-absorbent polymer 
and 95 parts of cellulose fibres to 70 parts of 
polymer and 30 parts of cellulose fibres. 

Advantageously, however, we have found out 
that optimum results are obtained by using in the . 
mixture a weight ratio of superabsorbent 
polymer/cellulose fibres of 1-2/3-4. 

The amount of resin dispersion which is used 
to bind together the products of cellulose fibres 
and super-absorbent polymer according to the in- 
vention ranges from 5 to 12 parts (by weight) of 
dispersion per 100 parts (by weight) of the mixture 
cellulose fibres/super-absorbent polymer. 

Some practical embodiments of the invention 
are described below by way of non-limiting exam- 
pie. 



Example 1 

An intimate mixture formed of 70 parts wt% of 
cellulose fibres and 30 parts wt% of super-absor- 
bent polymer AQUAKEEP (R) from Norsolor, con- 
stituted by a polyacrylate-base polymer in powder 
form, is fed while suspended in an air stream to the 
fonming head of a plant for manufacturing dry- 
formed paper, for example, to the forming head of 
the plant which is described in the European Patent 
Application No. 86104333.1 filed on April 10, 1985 
in the name of the same Applicant. Said mixture is 
laid down onto the web for the dry-forming of 



paper of said plant, in the form of a layer of 
cellulose fibres containing, Intimately dispersed 
therein, the particles of super-absorbent polymer. 
The sheet of fibres/super-absorbent polymer is 

5 then submitted to calendering and embossing [be- 
tween heated cylinders, and the thus solidified lay- 
er is sprayed uniformly with a 10% aqueous dis- 
persion of EVA containing a thermoreticulant. in a 
ratio of 8 gr. of dispersion per 100 grams of the 

70 mixture fibres/super-absorbent polymer. After dry- 
ing and thermoreticuiation we obtain a sheet of 
cellulose fibres and super-absorbent polymer hav- 
ing excellent characteristics of cohesion and resis- 
tance, and having an absorbency of 3000 to 5000 

75 grams of 1% NaCI solution per 100 grams of 
product. 

This sheet may be used as it is for manufactur- 
ing absorbent cloths, absorbent pads, or the like. 

20 

Example 2 

The same procedure as described in Example 
1 is performed, by using as web-fomning material 
25 an intimate mixture of 60 parts b.w, of cellulose 
fibres and 40 parts b.w. of a super-absorbent poly- 
mer in the form of short fibres, produced by 
STEEN, and fomned by polyethylene grafted with 
polyacrylates. 

30 

Example 3 

The same procedures as described in Exam- 
35 pies 1 and 2 is perfomned, in a modified dry 
forming plant provided with two deposition heads 
series-mounted, and by feeding the first head with 
a dispersion of cellulose fibres and the second 
head, which is disposed down-stream to the first 
40 head with respect to the direction of movement of 
the underlying deposition web, with the mixture of 
celluiosic fibres and superabsorbent polymer ac- 
cording to the invention. 

45 

Claims 

1. A method of dry-forming sheet products 
based on a super-absorbent polymer dispersed in 

50 a matrix of cellulose fibres, characterized by the 
following steps: (a) forming a suspension, in an air- 
stream, of an intimate mixture of cellulose fibres 
and a super-absorbent polymer; (b) feeding said 
suspension to a forming head of a plant for manu- 

55 facturing dry-formed sheets of paper; (c) laying 
down said intimate mixture of cellulose fibres and 
super-absorbent polymer onto a web for dry-for- 
ming paper sheets in said plant; and (d) binding 
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together the thus lald-down layer of fibres and 
polymer, firstly by hot calendering and embossing 
steps and then by means of a resin dispersion of 
the type which is used for the dry-formation of 
paper sheets, so as to obtain a sheet comprising a 
matrix of cellulose fibres containing a dispersion of 
particles of super-absorbent polymer. 

2. A method according to claim 1 chracaterized 
by the fact that the said plant for manufacturing dry 
formed sheets is provided with at least two forma- 
tion heads, the first one of which is supplied with a 
suspension of cellulosic fibres in air, and the sec- 
ond one of which, which is disposed downstream 
to the first one In the direction of movement of the 
said formation web, is supplied with a suspension 
formed by the said mixture of cellulosic fibres and 
super-absorbent polymer in air. 

3: A method according to claims 1 or 2. char- 
acterized in that said mixture of ceirulose fibres and 
super-absorbent polymer contains, as expressed in 
parts- by weight, 5 parts of polymer and 95 parts of 
cellulose fibres to 70 parts of polymer and 30 parts 
of cellulose fibres. 

4; A method according to claim 3, wherein said 
weight ratio of super-absorbent polymer/cellulose 
fibres in said mixture is, preferably, in the range of 
1-2/3-4. 

5. A method according to the preceding claims, 
wherein said super-absorbent polymers are 
polyelectrolytes grafted on starch, or polyacrylate- 
based polymers, or hydrolysis products from 
polyacrylonitrlle grafted on starch and hydrolyzed. 

6. A- method according to claims 1 to 3, 
characetrlzed by the fact that said super-absorbent 
polymers are polyacrylates grafted on polyethylene 
and/or polypropylene, in form of fibres having di- 
mensions like to that of a cellulosic pulp used in 
the production of the dry-formed paper. 

7. A method according to claims 1 to 3, char- 
acterized by the fact that the said superabsosrbent 
polymers are polyacrilates grafted on polyethylene 
or polyacrylonitriles. in form of short fibres having e 
length in the range between 2 and 6 mm. 

8- A method according to the preceding claims, 
wherein the sheets are bonded by means of a 5- 
20% aqueous dispersion of ethylene-vinylacetate, 
preferably in the ratio of 5-12 grams of dispersion 
per 100 grams of product to be bound. 

9. A method of dry-forming sheet products 
based on a super-absorbent polymer dispersed in 
a matrix of cellulose fibres, substantially as de- 
scribed and as claimed in the preceding claims. 

10. An industrial product comprising a dry- 
formed sheet based on a super-absorbent polymer 
dispersed in a matrix of cellulose fibres obtained 
by means of the method according to the preced- 
ing claims, containing 5 to 70 wt% of super-absor- 
bent polymer and 95 to 30 wt% of cellulose fibres. 



1 1 . The use of the product according to claim 
10 for manufacturing absorbent cloths, pads, bed- 
sheets, wiping cloths and other similar absorbent 
articles, which are intended to absorb and retain 
5 great percentages of liquids. 
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ABSTRACT: 



CHG DATE=19990617 STATUS=0> Method of dry- 
forming sheet products comprising super-absorbent 
polymer mixed with cellulose fibres, comprising 
the steps of : (a) forming a suspension, in an air 
stream, of an intimate mixture of cellulose fibres 
and super-absorbent polymer; (b) feeding said 
suspension to a single or multiple head for dry- 
forming sheets of paper; (c) laying-down said 
intimate mixture of cellulose fibres and super- 
absorbent polymer onto a moving web for dry- 
forming sheets of paper; (d) binding together the 
thus laid-down layer of fibres and polymer by 
means of a resin dispersion, of the type which is 
used for the dry-formation of paper sheets, and 
calendering it so as to dry-form a sheet 
constituted by a mixture of super-absorbent 
polymer and cellulose fibres. The product thus 
obtained shows characteristics of absorbency, 
resistance and distributing of the absorbed 
liquids, which are decidedly better than those of 
the known composite sheets, such as those 
comprising one or more supporting layers of tissue 
paper and/or dry-formed paper having a layer of 
super-absorbent polymer disposed thereon. 
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